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View of Morrow Plots in Summer, ca. 1992, University of Illinois Archives.
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VALUE AND THE 
CAMPUS

National Historic Landmark dedication ceremony, 1968, 

Record series 8/1/57, University of Illinois Archives



THE WORKING 
GROUP
B u i l d i n g  t h e  Te a m

• Beginning in 2018, in preparation for the 2026, 
sesquicentennial.

• Early acknowledgement that this would take a team

• Building the team

• College of Agricultural, Consumer, and 
Environmental Sciences Funk Library,

• Research Data Service

• UI Archives

• 2022 partnered with Margenot Lab

• Organized around an output – publishing the data



ENGAGING THE 
COLLEGE OF ACES
C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l ,  C o n s u m e r,  
&  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e

• Bibliographic research to identify stakeholders

• Interviews of stakeholders to identify sources 

of data

• Interface with Morrow Plots administrative 

steering committee

• Updating and engaging stakeholders with 

progress and outputs

• Partnering with the researchers (The Soils Lab)

Petit and Hopkins Taking a Soil Sample in the Morrow Plots, ca. 
1896-1903, University of Illinois Archives.



THE ARCHIVES
• Distinct program to document 

science and technology 

• Strong institutional focus on history 
of agriculture tied to land-grant 
mission and development of 
agricultural experiment station and 
extension service

• Archives' strength in administrative 
records and historical data found in 
a variety of formats (e.g., research 
notebook, Experiment Station 
Bulletins, Board of Trustees 
minutes, etc.)

Maintaining a Historical and Scientific Record of Agriculture



VALUE AND 
THE ARCHIVES
• The data is valuable for a wide array of historical 

and scientific research purposes – e.g., studying 

the university’s scientific heritage, research on 

climate change and ecological shifts, etc.

• Identifying historical data can be challenging given 

the variety of sources in which it is found

• Archivists have a vital role in appraising and 

creating access to historical data

• Collaborations are also key to identifying, 

appraising, and creating access to historical data



THE DATA
• Supplemented tabular data with 

details gleaned from archival 
notebook

• Chose a Tidy data format for clarity 
and interoperability

• Judgement calls informed by 
domain scientists

• Are sparse variables still useful?
• What to do with conflicting units 

of measurement?
• Added distinctions and flags that 

support analysis
• Corn vs. continuous corn
• Treated T/F
• All-corn years

Cleaning, Compiling, and Documenting



VALUE AND 
THE RESEARCH 
DATA SERVICE
• Institutionally important dataset in our Illinois 

Data Bank repository

• Experience curating longitudinal, historical data

• Exemplar dataset to point to

• Tidy data format

• Extensive documentation

• Suitable for research and classroom use

Research books (logs books) with data and observations for early 
research done at the Morrow Plots. photo by David Riecks. c. 
1997, University of Illinois Archives.



THE 
ADMINISTRATORS
C l o s i n g  t h e  L a s t  L o o p s

• Kept administrators informally informed 
throughout

• Once ready to publish the dataset, 
contacted our respective administrators 
with an update and open questions

• No surprises -> joint celebration! 



THANK YOU
D a t a ,  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  a n d  l i n k s  t o  
r e l a t e d  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  
g o . i l l i n o i s . e d u / m p d a t a


	Publishing Agricultural Data From the Morrow Plots
	The Experiment�
	Slide Number 3
	Value and the Campus
	The Working Group
	Engaging the college of aces
	The archives
	Value and The archives
	The data
	Value and the research data service
	The administrators
	Thank you�

